Crescentic glomerulonephritis related to hepatitis B virus.
Crescentic glomerulonephritis was diagnosed in two chronic hepatitis B surface antigen carriers. In all three biopsies performed, hepatitis B e antigen was found in glomerular capillary tufts. The first patient presented with nephrotic syndrome and acute renal failure. The glomerular pathology revealed crescentic glomerulonephritis with endocapillary proliferation, and she recovered spontaneously with normal renal function over the following 6 mo despite a persistent hepatitis B surface antigenemia. The other patient presented with nephrotic syndrome and normal renal function. Hepatitis B virus-related membranous nephropathy was diagnosed on the first biopsy, and he did well on symptomatic treatment for 20 mo. The nephrotic syndrome recurred and subsequently he developed acute renal failure a month following interferon treatment. The repeated biopsy revealed a crescentic glomerulonephritis that was associated with mixed membranous and membranoproliferative glomerulopathies. This patient responded to immunosuppression and plasma exchange with residual impairment of renal function. He has been stable after 18 mo follow-up.